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NEXT SENATE BATTLEGROUND -- LASOR LAW REFORM 
ANNCR: 

WITH THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES FINALLY SETTLED, THE U.S, 
SENATE NOW TURNS ITS ATTENTION TO A DOMESTIC ISSUE ~~ REFORM OF 
THE BASIC LAW GOVERNING LABOR -MANAGEMENT RELATIONS, VOA NEWS 
ANALYST CHARLES MEDD EXPLAINS WHY THIS PROCESS MAY GENERATE EVEN 
MORE CONTROVERSY THAN THE TREATIES. 

VOICE: 

WHILE THE PANAMA CANAL DEBATE WAS GOING ON INSIDE THE SENATE 
CHAMBERS, ANOTHER DEBATE COULD BE HEARD JUST OUTSIDE IN THE 
CORRIDORS ~- THIS ONE BETWEEN TWO OF WASHINGTON'S MOST POWERFUL 
PRESSURE GROUPS: 8IG LABOR AND BIG BUSINESS. THE WAR OF WORDS 
BEGAN LAST FALL WHEN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ADOPTED 
LEGISLATION TO AMEND THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS LAW IN A VOTE 
THAT LARGELY FOLLOWED PARTY LINES: DEMOCRATS FOR, REPUBLICANS 
AGAINST. 

TO ASSURE A SIMILAR OUTCOME IN THE SENATE, THE LABOR MOVEMENT 
ORGANIZED A LETTER=WRITING CAMPAIGN THAT HAS ALREADY PRODUCED 
NEARLY TWO AND ONE-HALF MILLION PIECES OF MAIL FROM UNION MEMBERS-~- 
ALL ADDRESSED TO JUST ONE HUNDRED SENATORS AND ALL SAYING THE SAME 
THING: VOTE FOR LABOR LAW REFORM, THE UNIONS INSIST THAT THIS 
VAST OUTPOURING OF MAIL WAS NEEDED TO OFFSET WHAT THEY CALL "ONE 
OF THE MOST MASSIVE AND EXPENSIVE PROPAGANDA BLITZES IN RECENT 
YEARS," CONDUCTED BY BIG BUSINESS. 

THE LEGISLATION THAT HAS STIRRED SUCH VERBIAGE DESIGNED 
TO ELIMINATE WHAT ITS SUPPORTERS SAY ARE UNFAIR BARRIERS TO UNION 
ORGANIZING ACTIVITIES. SPECIFICALLY, IT WILL MAKE IT EASIER BR 


WORKERS TO HOLD ELECTIONS TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THEY WILL 
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BE REPRESENTED BY UNIONS. THE BILL WOULD XOT ONLY SPEEDO UP THE 
ELECTION PROCESS, IT WOULD PENALIZE EMPLOYERS WHO INTERFERE. 

THE UNIONS SAY THE REVISIONS WILL SIMPLY ENABLE THE 1935 
LABOR LAW TO DO WHAT IT WAS SUPPOSED TO DO -- TO GUARANTEE 
AMERICAN WORKERS THE RIGHT TO DEAL COLLECTIVELY WITH THEIR 
EMPLOYERS. BUT BUSINESS OPPONENTS SAY THE BILL WOULD UPSET THE 
DELICATE BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN LABOR AND MANAGEMENT. THE 
U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ARGUES THE UNIONS -- WHICH NOW 
REPRESENT LESS THAN ONE-FOURTH OF THE NON-FARM WORK FORCE -- 
WOULD TRIPLE IN SIZE. 

THE CLAIMS OF BOTH SIDES ARE NO DOUBT EXAGGERATED, FOR THERE 
IS LITTLE EVIDENCE THAT PASSAGE OF THE BILL WILL LEAD TO THE 
KIND OF UNIONIZATION THAT LABOR WANTS AND BUSINESS FEARS. BUT 
BECAUSE BOTH SIDES SEEM TO BE LISTENING TO THEIR OWN RHETORIC, 
AND READING THEIR OWN MAIL, THEY HAVE GENERATED CONSIDERABLE 
PASSION OVER A PIECE OF LEGISLATION THAT HAS NOT EVEN REACHED 
THE SENATE FLOOR. AND BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL INFLUENCE THAT 
BIG LABOR AND BIG BUSINESS EXERCISE IN WASHINGTON, THAT PASSION 
IS NOT LIKELY TO DIE ONCE THE SENATE DEBATE GETS GOING, 
JS/RCS 


